Our Conviction and Motivation

Are you currently, or have been, involved in youth ministry? Sunday school teachers, youth group leaders, Awana leaders, Wednesday night bible study leader? Youth Pastor? There is something similar between people who make the time to interact with another generation for the purpose of spreading the good news of a relationship with Christ. There is a drive, a passion to bring another individual to a place where you have something specific in common. For some reason when it comes to youth work, there is a satisfaction that comes when a young person begins to develop a relationship with Christ before they mess up their lives with the temptations of this world. 

But what happens to those youth after high school? More and more we are seeing a pattern of conformity to the world in our young people as they venture off into the college or university setting. Often we, as parents or church leaders, strive to encourage our youth to spend their first year(s) in a Christian college hoping that their behavior will be kept in check and their foundation in Christ will be strengthened. To what degree this is successful is somewhat debatable. However, we have the same opportunity to interact with someone else’s children for that period of time! 

North Bay is not home to any Christian Colleges, as so all the youth that come to our facilities for the school year attend a secular college. What are we doing for that generation? Do we feel that our ‘job is done’ or is there a new opportunity for us that has yet to be acted upon?

This vision is one of a Non Denominational Evangelical Christian Dormitory for College and University students attending school in the North Bay area. Originally designed to create a home like environment in which to focus on completing post secondary education while also making one’s personal relationship with Christ a priority (Mat 6:33). 
Our vision is one of a family setting. It takes the ‘college residence’ experience and puts an emphasis on maintaining (or creating if need be) the habitual part of our relationship with Christ. Be it the adherence of a different set of ‘rules’ or the help of Christian brothers and sisters in setting or maintaining personal boundaries through which our relationship with Christ can flourish. We see a place where there is a resident family, an ordinary couple with an extraordinary desire to see our young people ‘come out of the world” (2 Cor. 6:16-18), who would provide a constant from which to springboard into the world on a daily basis and come back to at the end of the day. We see an oasis for those who truly desire to walk the narrow road in today’s super highway of educational and social information. We see a facility that promotes the things of God as passionately as the education system promotes the things of this world. We see an opportunity to offset the balance. 
How would it work?
We see a large family setting, including rooms shared by 2 students, breakfast and supper meals provided and shared together in a home like environment. Lunch meals prepared and packaged for school lunches. We see early morning group bible study/prayer time as well as the opportunity to ensure that everyone is able to (and encouraged to) attend a local weekly meeting (Sunday service / Prayer meetings / small groups). Facilities would include a study/library/quiet room, an entertainment area, a small phone lounge, gender specific shower and washroom facilities, gender specific sleeping quarters, a dining room as well as office facilities to provide necessary printer and copier services – all in house. We also see a “donation supplied” well equipped library for the use of the Students. We see ‘theme weekends’ for those weeks that do not provide for a trip home. A time in which the resident family can organize some light activities and entertainment – perhaps special menu – in order to promote time spent together and to deter the typical “college party scene” that so easily entangles our youth. 

We see students bringing their friends in, as opposed to going out.

What is a resident family? Glad you asked. This is where the foundation of the vision took root. In order to create an environment that would encourage Spiritual growth we need to see some form of positive parental influence. In order to allow the young adults to stretch their wings and make their own decisions we need to have some freedom that comes from not having one’s parents around. At the same time we need continuity in leadership that will encourage trust, respect and relationship. We need appropriate accountability and discipline and available spiritual guidance. We also need cooks, custodians, and repair technicians. We need ‘lights out’ enforcement officers and ‘take that roughhousing outside’ bouncers. We need 24 hr “I went to the ‘party’ and all my friends are drunk and I need a ride home” emergency workers. We need people that get involved enough to see when things are going sour and are willing to call the parents and get the necessary authorities involved in order to ‘restore a brother/sister’. We see ourselves.

This is where we see our family. A full time resident family prepared to commit to 24hr days cooking, cleaning, and aiding the growth of the next generation. Committed to living in the facility, provide chaperone services and organize the rest of the team. 
What “rest of the team”?
Normally it would be strenuous to assemble a team of workers to complete all the work required for such an undertaking. By committing to this work full time the basic manpower need is met. 
We are not, however, proposing to do it all ourselves! Imagine what would be possible for these facilities with just average participation of many individuals in addition to the resident family. Currently we are familiar with the 80/20 rule: 20% of the people do 80% of the work. This is likely true in each church body today. If you take the individuals that are already doing the work, and couple them with those doing the work at another church, you create a powerhouse team of skilled, passionate individuals. By keeping our facility Non Denominational we open the door to the support and participation of all the local churches in North Bay and the passionate people who are part of them.

Is this really a necessity?
Currently North Bay is home to Canadore College and 3500 full time students as well as Nippissing University adding another 3630 full time students for a total of 7130 full time students each year. Canadore College has constructed residence facilities capable of housing 496 of these students and Nippissing University has provided 1007 units for their students. Obviously many of these students are from North Bay, but many come from surrounding areas in the remote north and some from other provinces. Currently the published numbers indicate a shortfall of over 5000 beds! Many of the churches in North Bay are familiar with this need as they have been taking students into their homes for years. However, over the past several years, as the age of the homeowner demographic has risen, fewer homes are being opened to these students. Some people are retiring and find boarders to be somewhat inconvenient, while the younger generations are beginning to have children and no longer have room. The new pattern we see in the Bay is the purchasing of small homes close to the college by parents of students, filling them with several students for the duration of their Post secondary education, then selling the house. Unfortunately this unsupervised “private dorm” has little or no rules and quickly becomes a stumbling block. We believe that there is a great opportunity to reach out to the student of today by simply providing the basic hospitality of room and board.
What do you need?
We need like minded people to come together to support the implementation of this facility. We need people who see the need and desire a solution to join with us in prayer and preparation for what God is going to do in North Bay. We need our vision to be shared with those who are in a position to aid us both financially and physically. We also need the participation of the students. Young people who desire to interact with Christian brothers and sisters for the purpose of discipleship.

We need a facility to implement the vision; a structure that can be refitted to accommodate this need or a location and resources to build one. We need the co-operation of our city planning to zone a location for the facility and keep our project inexpensive.
We need your prayers. We need to keep our eyes on Christ and what He is doing in North Bay and not get sidetracked by all the activity of life. We need your prayer to stay focused on the finish line.

